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Student leaders who survived a violent government crackdown in 1971 have brought formal charges
against ex- President Luis Echeverria Alvarez (1970-1976) and other key officials for their role in
repressing the protests. In two separate complaints, ex-student leaders Jesus Martin del Campo,
Raul Alvarez Garin, Enrique Condes Lara, and Pablo Gomez Alvarez accused Echeverria, former
interior secretary Mario Moya Palencia, ex-Mexico City mayor Alfonso Rodriguez Dominguez,
and other officials of dispatching a special force of riot police to violently repress a student
demonstration in Mexico City.
The complaints were brought before the office of special prosecutor Ignacio Carrillo (Fiscalia
Especial para Movimientos Sociales y Politicos del Pasado). Carrillo's office was established earlier
this year to investigate human rights violations during the government's "dirty war" on suspected
leftists (see SourceMex, 2002-01-06).
The 1971 crackdown, known as Corpus Thursday (Jueves de Corpus), occurred on Thursday, June
10, of that year. On that date, thousands of protestors from four universities in the Mexico City
area held a march to the Zocalo to demand an end to the federal government's repression against
students at the Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon (UANL) in Monterrey. The UANL students
were protesting a plan to privatize higher education in the state.

Elite police unit accused of vicious attacks on protestors
The participants in the Mexico City protest were met by dozens of members of a special unit known
as the Halcones, or Falcons, who attacked the crowds with tear gas, pistols, machine guns, and
batons. The student protestors say dozens of their fellow students died at the hands of the Halcones.
The government initially denied the existence of the elite unit and then said there were no deaths in
the incident.
Even though the vicious attacks on the protestors was clearly documented in the media and in
police transcripts, no one in the government was charged in the case. In presenting one of the
complaints to special prosecutor Carrillo, Condes produced a transcript of radio conversations
between city police and Halcones, signed eyewitness testimonies, and a list of known dead. He
said his organization, Reflexion Abierta, compiled the documents after a lengthy search through
police files in 1975. Both complaints presented to Carrillo's office place the blame directly on the
shoulders of former President Echeverria. "Echeverria is clearly responsible," said del Campo.
"The presidency was a virtual monarchy. The Halcones could not have been formed without his
knowledge."
The 1971 incident occurred just three years after the infamous Tlatelolco student massacre in 1968,
where government forces killed scores of protestors. At that time, Echeverria was interior secretary
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under then President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz (1964-1970). The government also attempted to cover up
its role in the Tlatelolco massacre, but reports compiled by human rights organizations and even
the government-affiliated Comision Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDH) offer evidence that
the attacks on protestors were orchestrated at the highest levels of government (see SourceMex,
1998-10-17 and 2002-02-06).
The center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) has joined the former student leaders
in denouncing Echeverria and the other officials and demanding that President Vicente Fox's
administration respond promptly to the complaints. Some former student leaders have served in
public office as members of the PRD. Del Campo was a member of the federal Chamber of Deputies
and the Mexico City government. Gomez Alvarez is currently the PRD representative in the Instituto
Federal Electoral (IFE), Mexico's elections watchdog.
Echeverria's party, the Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), had no official reaction to the
complaints. Some PRI leaders had ambiguous reactions to the case, urging authorities to conduct
thorough investigations of the Tlatelolco and Jueves de Corpus cases, but not to allow the incidents
to block the country's progress. "We must look to the future and the development of our country,
although we should not allow impunity to prevail in any of these cases," said Sen. Fidel Herrera.
Echeverria's chief spokesperson Fausto Zapata, who is now a member of the PRI's executive council
(comite ejecutivo nacional, CEN), is listed in the complaints brought before Carrillo. But Zapata said
he had no direct role in any decision making during the Echeverria administration. "There was no
direct connection between my post and the events of June 10," said Zapata. "My role was limited to
passing on information to the public."
Former President Jose Lopez Portillo (1976-1982) also came to Echeverria's defense, saying the
legal complaints against his predecessor were simply an effort by the PRD to "harass" the former
executive. Lopez Portillo said he was confident Echeverria would be exonerated.

Legal experts say ex-president cannot be prosecuted
Despite the seemingly overwhelming evidence against Echeverria, several legal experts suggest
the former president may escape prosecution because of the statute of limitations in the country's
legal code. In separate interviews with local newspapers, legal experts Ignacio Burgoa, Xavier
Gomez Coronel, Jose Elias Romero Apis, and Raul Carranca y Rivas agreed the government has
the authority to summon Echeverria and other officials to testify and even to hold them publicly
accountable.
But they said no penalties can be imposed because the incidents occurred more than 30 years
ago, which is equivalent to the maximum jail term for the most likely charge against the officials,
which would be homicide. "There is no possibility of taking any penal actions," said constitutional
scholar Romero Apis, who also represents the PRI in the Chamber of Deputies. Carranca y Rivas,
president of Mexico's top lawyers organization (Barra Mexicana de Abogados), expressed a similar
opinion. "It would be one thing to judge history and conclude without any doubt that Echeverria
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was implicated," said Carranca. "But from a legal standpoint, it would be very difficult to present
adequate proof."

New freedom-of-information law goes into effect
Still, many more complaints against Echeverria and other members of the PRI are likely with the
enactment of Mexico's new freedom-of-information law. The law, approved by Congress in May of
this year, gives the public access to documents that until now have been off limits, including those
related to the government's persecution of leftists and crackdown on student protests in the late
1960s and early 1970s (see SourceMex, 2002-05-08).
Most documents were officially opened to the public on June 18, less than a week after Fox signed
the measure into law. "We are not looking for ghosts. We are looking for the truth," Fox said at a
ceremony at the former Lecumberri prison, where the PRI-led government at one time imprisoned
political enemies, many of whom were reportedly tortured or killed. The building now houses the
Archivo General de la Nacion, where most public documents will be kept.
Fox said his government would prosecute anyone who participated in any violations of human
rights during the dirty war. "Under no circumstances are we going to cover up for people who
committed these crimes," said Fox. Human rights organizations lauded the opening of files to the
public, but called on the Fox government to move a step further by creating a Truth Commission
to investigate violations during the dirty war. They said Carrillo's office is useful for conducting
investigations, but lacks the legal authority to make judgments.
Adriana Carmona, coordinator of legal affairs at the Comision Mexicana de Defensa y Promocion
de Derechos Humanos (CMDPDH), raised concerns about the government's lack of authority to
prosecute the Mexican military. "We must not leave them outside the investigations because they
are the number one violators of human rights," said Carmona. Security forces are under suspicion in
another complaint under investigation by Carrillo's office.
A spokesperson for the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR) said the incident occurred
in 1972 in the community of El Quemado, near the town of Atoyac de Alvarez in Guerrero state.
Residents said that security forces rounded up 95 men from El Quemado who were suspected of
collaborating with guerrillas. The victims were then taken to a school soccer field, where they were
tortured. Some of the victims were killed and others were placed in prison or simply disappeared.
The PGR said El Quemado residents did not denounce the violations for many years because they
feared reprisals. Finally, a group of survivors and descendants of victims brought the case before
Carrillo's office. "The special prosecutor promised that he would do whatever was necessary legally
to secure justice," said the PGR spokesperson. (Sources: La Cronica de Hoy, 06/10/02, 06/12/02;
Notimex, 06/12/02, 06/13/02; Revista Proceso, 06/16/02; Agencia de Noticias Proceso, 06/10/02,
06/13/02, 06/14/02, 06/18/02; CNI en Linea, 06/10/02, 06/17/02, 06/18/02; Reuters, 06/11/02, 06/18/02;
El Universal, 06/10/02, 06/11/02, 06/13/02, 06/14/02, 06/18/02; Inter Press Service, Associated Press, El
Financiero, 06/18/02; Reforma, 06/11/02, 06/19/02; Milenio Diario, 06/11/02, 06/14/02, 06/17-19/02; La
Jornada, Novedades, 06/11/02, 06/18/02, 06/19/02; The News, 06/12/02, 06/18/02, 06/19/02; The Dallas
Morning News, 06/19/02)
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